# 
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An interactive television program guide 



What is Claimed is 

system in which an interactive television program guide 
application i\s at least partially implemented on user 
television equipment of a user, comprising: 

leans for implementing a non-program- 
guide application that provides an interactive 
component for television programming; 

means for providing a program guide 
application program Ninter face that allows the 
interactive television program guide to provide the 
user with access to tnfe non-program-guide application; 
and 

means f or\launching the non-program- 
guide application with the interactive television 
program guide application when the user desires to 
access the interactive component • 



2. The system defined in/fclaim 1 wherein 
the means for launching comprises ityeans for displaying 
an on-screen option on the user television equipment 
with the interactive television yprogram guide 
application. 



3. The system defined in claim 2 further 
comprising means for inclining video-on-demand program 
listings as part of a program guide display screen 
displayed on the user ^television equipment by the 
interactive television! program guide application. 



4 A The system defined in claim 3 further 
comprising means for displaying the video-on-demand 
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program listings in a list of program listings 
displayed on the user television program guide 
equipment by the \nteractive television program guide 
application. 

5. The system defined inyfclaim 2 wherein 
the means for displaying the on-scr/en option further 
comprises means for using the interactive television 
program guide application to dis^Lay a menu option on a 
program guide display screen, 

6. The system def/ned in claim 2 wherein 
the means for displaying the /on-screen option further 
comprises means for displaying the on-screen option in 
a program guide display scieen containing program 
listings devoted to a specific type of content with the 
interactive television pyogram guide application. 



7. The syst/em defined in claim 1 wherein 
the means for launchin/g further comprises means for 
launching the non-pro/gr am- guide application with the 
interactive television program guide application using 
a hot link, 

SuGftS^ The system defined in claim 7 wherein 

the hot link relates to a web browser application, the 
system comprising: 

leans for launching the web browser 
application from\he interactive television program 
guide; and 

means ^for directing the web browser 
application to access a\web page with content related 
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to thk content of the interactive television program 
guide . 

9. The system defined in claim 7 wherein 
the hot link relates to an electronic mail application, 
the system Comprising: 

means for launching the electronic mail 
application fhpm the interactive television program 
guide; and 

teans for directing the electronic mail 
application to aodress electronic mail to an address 
related to the consent of the interactive television 
program guide. 

10 • The system defined in claim 7 wherein 
the hot link relates tq a home shopping application, 
the system comprising: 

means f or\launching the home shopping 
application from the interactive television program 
guide; and 

means for directing the home shopping 
application to present products related to the content 
of the interactive television\program guide. 



11. The system defined in claim 7 wherein 
the hot link relates to a chat application, the system 
comprising: 

means for launching Vthe chat application 
from the interactive television program guide; and 

means for directing the chat application 
to perform functions based on the content of the 
interactive television program guide, 
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12. The system defineca in claim 1 wherein 
the program guide application pfrogram interface further 
comprises means for allowing /the user to access the 
non-program-guide application while maintaining a 
consistent user interface. 



13. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
there are a, plurality of non-program-guide applications 
and wherein Yhe program guide application program 
interface fur\lier comprises means for coordinating 
access to platrorm resources among the program guide 
application and \he non-program-guide applications. 



14. The system defined/in claim 1 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
has a number of program guide' resources, wherein there 
are a plurality of non-prog/am-guide applications and 
wherein the program guide Application program interface 
further comprises means for providing the non-program- 
guide applications with Recess to the program guide 
resources . 

S^:(i^7 \i5. The system defined in claim 1 wherein 

the interactive television program guide is also 
partially implemented on the server. 



16. \he system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is implemented 
only on the user television equipment. 



17. The system defined in claim 1 further 
comprising means for embedding non-program-guide 
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application \content in a program guide display screen 
provided by tthe interactive television program guide. 

18. \a method for using an interactive 
television program guide system in which an interactive 
television program guide application is at least 
partially implemented on user television equipment of a 
user, comprising: \ 

implementing a non-program-guide 
application that provides an interactive component for 
television programming; 

providing a program guide application 
program interface that\allows interactive television 
program guide to provide the user with access to the 
non-program-guide application; and 

launching \the non-program-guide 
application with the interactive television program 
guide application when the Viser desires to access the 
interactive component. \ 

19. The method defined in yclaim 18 wherein 
the launching comprises displaying am on-screen option 
on the user television equipment with the interactive 
television program guide application. 

20. The method defined in claim 19 further 
comprising including video-on-demand program listings 
as part of a program guide/display screen displayed on 
the user television equirprient by the interactive 
television program guide/ application. 
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21. \The method defined in claim 20 further 
comprising displaying the video-on-demand program 
listings in a list of program listings displayed on the 
user television program guide equipment by the 
interactive television program guide application. 



22. The method defined ii/ claim 19 wherein 
the displaying of the on-screen optrion further 
comprises using the interactive television program 
guide application to display a irysnu option on a program 
guide display screen. 

23. The method de/ined in claim 19 wherein 
the displaying of the on-screen option further 
comprises displaying the on-screen option in a program 
guide display screen containing program listings 
devoted to a specific typ4 of content with the 
interactive television program guide application, 



24. The method defined in claim 18 wherein 
the launching further /comprises launching the non- 
program-guide application with the interactive 
television program duide application using a hot link. 



StlV^J^) 2^5. The method defined in claim 24 wherein 

the hot link\relates to a web browser application, the 
method further \x>mprising: 

launching the web browser application 
from the interactive^ television program guide; and 

directing the web browser application to 
access a web page with content related to the content 
of the interactive television program guide. 
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\26. The method defined in claim 24 wherein 
the hot link relates to an electronic mail application, 
the method comprising: 

\ launching the electronic mail 
application from the interactive television program 

guide; and \ 

directing the electronic mail 
application to address electronic mail to an address 
related to the conteht of the interactive television 
program guide- \ 

27. The method defined in claim 24 wherein 
the hot link relates to s\home shopping application, 
the method comprising: \ 

launching this home shopping application 
from the interactive television program guide; and 

directing the home shopping application 
to present products related toNthe content of the 
interactive television program guide. 

28. The method defined Yn claim 24 wherein 
the hot link relates to a chat application, the method 
comprising: 1 

launching the chat application from the 
interactive television program guide; and 

directing the chat application to 
perform functions based on the content of the 
interactive television program guide A 



29 . The method defined in claim 18 
further comprising ufeing the program guide application 
program interface tto allow the user to access the non- 
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program-guide application while maintaining a 
consistent user interface. 



3X3. The method defined in claim 18 wherein 
there are a plurality of non-program-guide applications 
and wherein thfe method further comprises using the 
program guide application program interface to 
coordinate access\to platform resources by the program 
guide application and the non-program-guide 
applications. \ 

31. The method defined in claim 18 wherein 
the interactive television p-rogram guide application 
has a number of program guirae resources, wherein there 
are a plurality of non-pr/gram-guide applications and 
wherein the method furthyer comprises using the program 
guide application program interface to provide the non- 
program-guide applications with access to the program 
guide resources. 

Sub AH) A32. The method defined in claim 18 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is also 
partially implemented on the server. 

33. \ The method defined in claim 18 wherein 
the interactive\ television program guide is implemented 
only on the userVtelevision equipment. 

34. The method defined in claim 18 further 
comprising embedding npn-program-guide application 
content in a program gixide display screen provided by 
the interactive television program guide. 
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35\ An interactive television program guide 
system comprising: 

\user television equipment on which an 
interactive television program guide application and a 
non-program-guide\application that provides an 
interactive component for television programming are at 
least partially implemented, the interactive television 
program guide application having a program guide 
application program interface that allows the 
interactive television Vrogram guide to provide the 
user with access to the non-program-guide application, 
wherein the interactive television program guide 
application launches the ndn-program-guide application 
when the user desires to access the interactive 
component . 

36. The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
displays an on-screen ©ption on the user television 
equipment for the usetf to launch the non-program-guide 
application. 

37. The s/ystem defined in claim 36 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
displays a program /guide display screen containing 
video-on-demand prpgram listings. 



SuTi(Qi^ V 8 - The s y stem defined in claim 37 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
displays the\ video-on-demand program listings in a list 
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of program listings on the user television program 
guide equipment 

39. The system defined/ in claim 36 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
displays the on-screen option a menu option on a 
program guide display screen .y 

40. The system dfefined in claim 36 wherein 
the interactive television/ program guide application 
displays the on-screen option in a program guide 
display screen containir^g program listings devoted to a 
specific type of contei 

41. The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
launches the non-prq/gr am- guide application using a hot 
link, 



application 



42 



The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
the hot link relates to a web browser 



the web browser application is launched 
from the interactive television program guide; and 

Vthe web browser application is directed 
to access a web page with content related to the 
content of the interactive television program guide 
when the web browser application is launched. 



43. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
the ho\ link relates to an electronic 
mail application; 
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the electronic mail application is 
launched from the\ interactive television program guide; 
and \ 

the electronic mail application is 
directed to address electronic mail to an address 
related to the contient of the interactive television 
program guide when the electronic mail application is 
launched. \ 

44. The system defined in claim 41 wherein: 
the hat link relates to a home shopping 

application; \ 

the home shopping application is 
launched from the interactive television program guide; 

and \ 

the home\ shopping application is 
directed to present products related to the interactive 
television program guide\ when the home shopping 
application is launched. \ 

45. The system! defined in claim 41 wherein: 
the hot link relates to a chat 

application; \ 

the chat application is launched from 
the interactive television Iprogram guide; and 

the chat application is directed to 
perform functions related t© the content of the 
interactive television program guide when the chat 
application is launched. \ . 



46. The system defined In claim 35 wherein 
the program guide application program interface allows 



the user to access the non/program-guide application 
while maintaining a consistent user interface. 

S^BvV^) N 7 • The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
there are a plurality of non-program-guide applications 
and wherein thk program guide application program 
interface coordinates access to platform resources 
among the program guide application and the non- 
program-guide applications . 

48. The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
has a number of program guid/ resources, wherein there 
are a plurality of non-procpram-guide applications, and 
wherein the program guide /application program interface 
provides the non-program/guide applications with access 
to the program guide resources. 

\A9. The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is also 
partially implemented on the server. 

50. The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
the interactive television program guide is implemented 
only on the user television equipment. 

51. The system defined in claim 35 wherein 
the interactive television program guide embeds non- 
program-guide applicatiori content in at least one 
program guide display screen. 
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52. A system having/user television 
equipment, comprising : 

means for implementing a plurality of 
non-program-guide applications ; and 

means f or/providing a user at the user 
television equipment with an opportunity to select 
certain ones of the noja-program-guide applications as 
favorites , 

\53. The system defined in claim 52 further 
comprising: 

means for implementing an interactive 
television program guide application; and 

leans for providing a program guide 
application progVam interface that allows the 
interactive television program guide to provide the 
user with access to, the non-program-guide applications 

54. The system defined in claim 52 further 
comprising: 

means fo\ implementing an interactive 
television program guide \application that has a number 
of program guide resources,; and 

means for providing a program guide 
application program interface that allows applications 
to access the program guide resources . 



55. The system define^ in claim 52 further 
comprising: 

means for providing ^ plurality of 
platform resources; and 
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means for providing a program guide 
application program /inter face that allows applications 
to access the platfprm resources. 

56. The system defined iAi claim 52 further 
comprising means for displaying a Aist of the certain 
non-program-guide applications selected by the user in 
a program guide display screen pn the user television 
equipment . 

57. A method for /using a system having user 
television equipment , comprising: 

implementing a plurality of non-program- 
guide applications; and 

providing^ a user at the user television 
equipment with an opportunity to select certain ones of 
the non-program-guide Applications as favorites. 

58. The method defined in claim 57 further 
comprising: 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide application; and 

providing a program guide application 
program interface that allows the interactive 
television progykam guide application to provide the 
user with access to the non-program-guide applications 




59. \ The method defined in claim 57 further 
comprising : 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide application that has a number of program 
guide resources; and 
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providing a program guide application 
program interface that allows applications to access 
the program guide resources. 

60. \The method defined in claim 57 further 
comprising: 

roviding a plurality of platform 

resources; and 

providing a program guide application 
program interf acel that allows applications to access 
the platform resources. 



61. The method defined in claim 57 further 
comprising displaying a list of the certain non- 
program-guide applications selected by the user in a 
program guide display screery on the user television 
equipment . 



62. A system, /comprising: 

user television equipment on which a 
plurality of non-prograpi-guide applications are at 
least partially implemented, wherein the user 
television equipment is configured to provide a user 
with an opportunity tp select certain ones of the non- 
program-guide applications as favorites. 

The system defined in claim 62 wherein 
an interactiVe television program guide is implemented 
at least partially on the user television equipment, 
the system further comprising a program guide 
application progsram interface that allows the 
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interactive television program guide to provide the 
user with access 10 the non-program-guide applications 

64. The\system defined in claim 62 wherein 
an interactive television program guide application 
that has a number oA program guide resources is 
implemented at least \partially on the user television 
equipment, the systeirA further comprising a program 
guide application program interface that allows 
applications to access \he program guide resources. 

65. The syste^a defined in claim 62 further 
comprising: 

a plurality of platform resources; and 
a program guide application program 

interface that allows applications to access the 

platform resources. 

66. The system defined in/claim 62 wherein a 
list of the certain non-program-guiie applications 
selected by the user is displayed An a program guide 
display screen on the user television equipment. 

67. A system having/user television 
equipment, comprising : 

means for implementing a plurality of 
non-program-guide applications ; and 

means for p^viding a user at the user 
television equipment with yan opportunity to set 
parental controls for certain ones of the non-program- 
guide applications . 
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68. The system def^hed in claim 67 further 
comprising: 

means for implementing an interactive 
television program guide application; and 

means for/providing a program guide 
application program interface that allows the 
interactive television/ program guide application to 
provide the user witj/ access to the non-program-guide 
applications . 

^fc>^\^) 69\ The system defined in claim 67 further 

comprising: 

.means for implementing an interactive 
television program guide application that has a number 
of program guide ^resources; and 

means for providing a program guide 
application program interface that allows applications 
to access the program guide resources. 



70. The system defined in claim 67 further 
comprising : 

means foi\ providing a plurality of 
platform resources; and 

means for providing a program guide 
application program interface that allows applications 
to access the platform resources. 

71. The system define aim 67 further 
comprising means for displaying a program guide display 
screen indicating which non-program-guide applications 
have been locked by parenta/ controls. 
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72. A method for using a s^tem having user 
television equipment, comprising: 

implementing a plurality of non-program- 
guide applications; and 

providing a user/at the user television 
equipment with an opportunity to set parental controls 
for certain ones of the non-program-guide applications, 

73. The method Refined in claim 72 further 
comprising: 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide application; and 

providing a program guide application 
program interface than: allows the interactive 
television program /uide application to provide the 
user with access tp the non-program-guide applications, 

^Ofb \4. The method defined in claim 72 further 

comprising: 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide Application that has a number of program 
guide resources\ and 

providing a program guide application 
program interface Vhat allows applications to access 
the program guide resources. 



75. The method defined in claim 72 further 



comprising: 



resources; and 



providing^ plurality of platform 
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providing a program guide application 
program interface \that allows applications to access 
the platform resources. 

76. The method defined An claim 72 further 
comprising displaying a program gfuide display screen 
indicating which non-program-giy£de applications have 
been locked by parental controls. 

77. A system comprising user television 
equipment on which a plurality of non-program-guide 
applications are at least /partially implemented, 
wherein the user televis/on equipment is configured to 
provide a user with an (opportunity to set parental 
controls for certain o/es of the non-program-guide 
applications . 

78. The /system defined in claim 77 wherein 
an interactive television program guide application is 
implemented at lefast partially on the user television 
equipment, the sfystem further comprising a program 
guide applicat/on program interface that allows the 
interactive television program guide to provide the 
user with acg/ess to the non-program-guide applications 



S^ti) f\^J 79. \ The system defined in claim 77 wherein 

an interactive ^television program guide application 
that has a numbed of program guide resources is 
implemented at lea^t partially on the user television 
equipment, the system further comprising a program 
guide application program interface that allows 
applications to access \he program guide resources. 
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80. \ The system defined in claim 77 further 
comprising: \ 

\a plurality of platform resources; and 
\a program guide application program 
interface that allows applications to access the 
platform resources. 



.ourdef 



81. The system defined/in claim 77 wherein a 
program guide display screen is/displayed indicating 
which non-program-guide applications have been locked 
by parental controls 

OQrfc^^ \}2 . An interactive television program guide 
system having user television equipment of a user, 
comprising: 

an interactive television program guide 
application implemented at least partially on the user 
television equipment ; 

a plurality of non-program-guide 
applications implemented at least partially on the user 
television equipment, wherein one application from 
among the interactive television program guide 
application and plurality of non-program-guide 
applications operates as a foreground application and 
another application from among, the interactive 
television program guide application and plurality of 
non-program-guide applications operates as a background 
application; 

means for allowing the foreground 
application to operate while the background application 
operates ; 
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mea&s for checking for events that 
require immediate attention by the background 
application while tile foreground application operates; 

means\for suspending the operation of 
the foreground application when one of the events that 
requires immediate attention is detected; and 

means tlpr displaying a message on the 
user television equipment when operation of the 
foreground application vis suspended asking the user 
whether the detected event should take place or whether 
operation of the given foreground application should be 
resumed. 

83. The system defined ±A claim 82 wherein 
the means for checking for events /further comprises 
means for checking for user actiyity. 

84. The system defi/hed in claim 83 wherein 
the means for checking for usrer activity further 
comprises means for checking for user key presses 

85. The system^ defined in claim 82 wherein 
the means for checking for events further comprises 
means for checking f or /user-selected actions 



86. The system defined in claim 85 wherein 
the means for checloang for user-selected actions 
further comprises /means for checking for reminders, 

Su&^^i^ 87. \ A method for using an interactive 
television program guide system having user television 
equipment of a\user: 
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implementing an interactive television 
program guide application at least partially on the 
user television equipment; 

implementing a plurality of non-program- 
guide applications at least partially on the user 
television equipment, wherein one application from 
among the interactive television program guide 
application and plurality of non-program-guide 
applications operates as\a foreground application and 
another application from \among the interactive 
television program guide application and plurality of 
non-program-guide applications operates as a background 
application; 

allowing thk foreground application to 
operate while the background application operates; 

checking for\ events that require 
immediate attention by the background application while 
the foreground application operates; 

suspending the operation of the 
foreground application when one of the events that 
requires immediate attention is detected; and 

displaying a message on the user 
television equipment when operation of the foreground 
application is suspended asking the user whether the 
detected event should take place or whether operation 
of the given foreground application should be resumed. 



88. The yfriethod defined in claim 87 wherein 
the checking for §(vents further comprises checking for 
user activity. 
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89 . The method defined in clairr/ 88 wherein 
the checking for user activity comprises /checking for 
user key presses. 

90. The method defined in yfclaim 87 wherein 
the checking for events further comp/ises checking for 
user-selected actions. 

91. The method defined /in claim 90 wherein 
the checking for user-selected actions further 
comprises checking for reminders^ 

92. An interactive television program guide 
system comprising: 

user television equipment on which an 
interactive television program guide application is at 
least partially implemented /and on which a plurality of 
non-program-guide applicati/ons are at least partially 
implemented, wherein: / 

one application from among the 



interactive television program guide application and 
plurality of non-program^- guide applications operates as 
a foreground application and another application from 
among the interactive t/elevision program guide 
application and plurality of non-program-guide 
applications operates /as a background application; 

the foreground application operates 
while the background/ application operates; 

events that require immediate attention 
by the background application are checked for while the 
foreground application operates; 
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the operation of the foreground 
application is suspended when one of the events that 
requires immediate attention is detected; and 

a message is displayed/on the user 
television equipment when operation off the foreground 
application is suspended asking the /user whether the 
detected event should take place oJ whether operation 

- ,, « — - — . 

93. The system defin^a in claim 92 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
checks for the events by checking for user activity. 

/ 

94. The system def/ined in claim 93 wherein 
the interactive television program guide application 
checks for the user activity^ by checking for user key 
presses . 



95. The system/ defined in claim 92 wherein 

h 

the interactive television program guide application 
checks for events by choking for user-selected 
actions . 



96. The system defined in claim 95 wherein 
the interactive television program guide checks for 
user-selected actions by checking for reminders. 

97. A system having user television 
equipment, comprising : 

me&ns for implementing a plurality of 
non-program-guidekapplications at least partially on 
the user television equipment, wherein content 
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associated with the non-program-guid£ applications is 
displayed on the user television equipment; and 

means for providing a user with an 
opportunity to set reminders toj the content associated 
with the non-program-guide applications. 



k 8 . The system defined in claim 97 further 

comprising : 

means for implementing an interactive 
television proVram guide application at least partially 
on the user telWision equipment; wherein content 
associated the interactive television program guide 
application is displayed on the user television 
equipment; and 

means \f or providing the user with an 
opportunity to set reminders for the content associated 
with the interactive television program guide 
application. 



99. A system, comprising: 

user televi/sion equipment on which a 
plurality of non-program/guide applications are at 
least partially implemented, wherein content associated 
with the non-program-^uide applications is displayed on 
the user television equipment, and wherein a user is 
provided with an opportunity to set reminders for the 
content associated /vith the non-program-guide 
applications . 



SUBI^V) \100. The system defined in claim 99 wherein 
an interactive television program guide application is 
at least partially implemented on the user television 



equipment, wher&in content associated the interactive 
television program guide application is displayed on 
the user television equipment, and wherein the user is 
provided with an opportunity to set reminders for the 
content associatea with the interactive television 
program guide application. 



101. A method for losing a system having user 
television equipment, comprifsing: 

implementing a plurality of non-program- 
guide applications at leasrt partially on the user 
television equipment, wheorein content associated with 
the non-program-guide applications is displayed on the 
user television equipment; and 

providing a user with an opportunity to 
set reminders for the /content associated with the non- 
program-guide applications 



.02. The method defined in claim 101 further 

comprising : 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide Napplication at least partially on the 
user television^ equipment ; wherein content associated 
the interactive television program guide application is 
displayed on the iiser television equipment; and 

providing the user with an opportunity 
to set reminders forv the content associated with the 
interactive television program guide application. 



103. A systemV comprising: 
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a television distribution facility 
having a served on which at least one non-program-guide 
application is Implemented; 

user television equipment that receives 
television programming from the television distribution 
facility and that Yhas resources and on which an 
application program interface is at least partially 
implemented and on Which an interactive television 
program guide application is at least partially 
implemented; and 

means \ for using the application program 
interface to coordinate access to the resources among 
the interactive television program guide application 
and the at least one non-program-guide application. 

104. The system defined inr claim 103 wherein 
there are a plurality of non-progrpu-guide applications 
implemented on the server, the sy/tem further 
comprising means for using the application program 
interface to coordinate access Lo the resources among 
the interactive television program guide application 
and the plurality of non-proq/ram-guide applications. 



105. The system d/fefined in claim 104 further 
comprising: 

means for Implementing at least one non- 
program-guide application on a server located on the 
Internet; and 

means f/>r using the application program 
interface to coordinate access to the resources among 
the interactive television program guide application, 
the at least one non-program-guide application located 
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on the server on the Internet, and the/plurality of 
non-program-guide applications locat^cl on the server at 
the television distribution facilit) 

106. The system definejf in claim 103 further 
comprising : 

means for implementing at least one non- 
program-guide application on p. server located on the 
Internet; and 

means for using the application program 
interface to coordinate access to the resources among 
the interactive television program guide application, 
the at least one non-program-guide application located 
on the server on the Internet, and the at least one 
non-program-guide appl/cation located on the server at 
the television distribution facility, 

<S<J&\^25/ 1^07. A method for using a system having a 

a television^ distribution facility having a server on 
which at least one non-program-guide application is 
implemented and having user television equipment 
connected to the television distribution facility for 
receiving television programming, comprising: 

implementing an application program 
interface and an interactive television program guide 
application at lea^t partially on the user television 
equipment; and 

usind the application program interface 
to coordinate access \to the resources among the 
interactive television program guide application and 
the at least one non-prpgram-guide application. 
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108. The method defined in clain( 107 wherein 
there are a plurality of non-program-guiae applications 
implemented on the server, the method further 
comprising using the application program interface to 
coordinate access to the resources among the 
interactive television program guide yapplication and 
the plurality of non-program-guide ^plications. 

109. The method defined in claim 108 further 
comprising: 



le^ast 



implementing at le^ast one non-program- 

/ 

guide application on a server located on the Internet; 



and 



/.. 



using the application program interface 
to coordinate access to the re4ources among the 
interactive television program guide application, the 
at least one non-program-guiae application located on 
the server on the Internet, /and the plurality of non- 
program-guide applications /located on the server at the 
television distribution fafcility. 



110. The method defined in claim 107 further 
comprising: 

implementing at least one non-program- 
guide application on a/ server located on the Internet; 
and 

using/the application program interface 
to coordinate access to the resources among the 
interactive television program guide application, the 
at least one non-p&rogram-guide application located on 
the server on the/ Internet , and the at least one non- 
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program-guide application located on ttyfe server at the 
television distribution facility. 

111. A system comprising: 

a television distribution facility 
having a server on which at least </ne non-program-guide 
application is implemented; and 

user television equipment that receives 
television programming from the television distribution 



facility and that has resources^and on which an 
application program interface and an interactive 
television program guide application are at least 
partially implemented, wherein the application program 
interface coordinates access /to the resources among the 



A 



interactive television program guide application and 
the at least one non-program-guide application. 



112. The system/defined in claim 111 wherein 
there are a plurality of mon-program-guide applications 
implemented on the server, and wherein the user 
television equipment is/further configured to use the 
application program interface to coordinate access to 
the resources among th4 interactive television program 
guide application anc/ the plurality of non-program- 
guide applications 

113. The/ system defined in claim 112 further 
comprising a server located on the Internet on which at 
least one non-program-guide application is implemented, 
wherein the application program interface coordinates 
access to the resources among the interactive 
television program guide application, the at least one 
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non-program-guide application located on the server on 
the Internet, and the plurality ot non-program-guide 
applications located on the servyer at the television 
distribution facility. 



114. The system defined in claim 111 further 
comprising a server locates on the Internet on which at 
least one non-program-guifle application is implemented, 
wherein the application /program interface coordinates 
access to the resources among the interactive 
television program guide application, the at least one 
non-program-guide application located on the server on 
the Internet, and the at least one non-program-guide 
application located on the server at the television 
distribution facility. 

^^A^^) \ll5. An interactive television program guide 
system having user television equipment, comprising: 

means for implementing an interactive 
television pr^aram guide application at least partially 
on the user television equipment; 

mkans for implementing a plurality of 
non-program-guide ^applications at least partially on 
the user televisionNequipment , wherein the interactive 
television program guide application and non-program- 
guide application haveVesources; 

means for\ implementing an application 
program interface at least\partially on the user 
television equipment; and 

means for usii^g the application program 
interface to authenticate requests from the 
applications to use the resources 



- 84 - 

116. Thk system defined in claim 115 further 
comprising means fbr determining access rights for the 
applications with the application program interface. 



117. A method for using an interactive 
television program duide system having user television 
equipment, comprising 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide application at least partially on the 
user television equipment; 

implementing a plurality of non-program- 
least partially on the user 
wherein the interactive 
^de application and non-program- 
guide application hava resources; 

implementing an application program 
interface at least parpially on the user television 
equipment; and 

using the application program interface 
to authenticate requestp from the applications to use 
the resources. 



guide applications at 
television equipment, 
television program gu 



118. The methop. defined in claim 117 further 
comprising determining access rights for the 
applications with the application program interface. 



119. An interactive television program guide 
system, comprising : 

user television equipment on which an 
interactive television program guide application having 
resources, a plurality of rion-program-guide 
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applications having resources, and an application 
program interface are at least partially implemented, 
wherein tne user television equipment is configured so 
that the application program interface authenticates 
requests f^om the applications to use the resources. 

12\0. The system defined in claim 119 wherein 
the user television equipment is further configured so 
that the application program interface determines 
access rights \or the applications 



121. 2\ system comprising: 

mdans for implementing at least one non- 
program-guide application on a server located on the 
Internet; 

a television distribution facility that 
provides television programming; 

user television equipment that receives 
television programming from the television distribution 
facility and that has ^resources and on which an 
application program interface and an interactive 
television program guide application are at least 
partially implemented; and 

means for using the application program 
interface to coordinate access to the resources among 
the interactive television program guide application 
and the at least one non-^rogram-guide application. 



122. A method for usingya system comprising: 
implementing at least one non-program- 
guide application on a server Located on the Internet; 
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providing television |Srogramming with a 
television distribution facility; 

receiving televisioh programming with 
user television equipment, wherejm the user television 
equipment has resources; 

implementing aiV application program 
interface at least partially pn the user television 
equipment; 

implementing^ an interactive television 
program guide application At least partially on the 
user television equipment/ and 

using th^ application program interface 
to coordinate access to/the resources among the 
interactive television/program guide application and 
the at least one non-tfrogr am- guide application. 



^123. A system comprising: 

a server located on the Internet on 
which at leas\ one non-program-guide application is 
implemented; 

aVtelevision distribution facility that 
provides television programming; and 

useA television equipment that receives 
television programming from the television distribution 
facility and that has Resources and on which an 
application program interface and an interactive 
television program guide application are at least 
partially implemented/ wherein the application program 
interface coordinates accessVto the resources among the 
interactive television prograirk guide application and 
the at least one non-program- guide application. 
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12k. A system in which there are multiple 
interconnected user television equipment devices in the 
home of a use\ and in which there are resources, 
comprising: 

^means for implementing an interactive 
television program guide on a first user television 
equipment devicey; and 

means for implementing at least one 
other application^ on a second user television equipment 
device that is connected to the first user television 
equipment device, wherein an application program 
interface is implemented on at least one of the first 
and second user television equipment devices, and 
wherein the application program interface coordinates 
access of the interactive television program guide 
application and the other application to the resources. 

125. A method for using a system in which 
there are multiple interconnected user television 
equipment devices in the home of a user and in which 
there are resources, comprising: 

implementing an interactive television 
program guide on a first user television equipment 
device; and ^ 

implementing at least one other 
application on a second user television equipment 
device that is connected to tt:he first user television 
equipment device, wherein an\application program 
interface is implemented on at least one of the first 
and second user television equipment devices, and 
wherein the application program interface coordinates 
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access of the interactive television program guide 
application^ and the other application to the resources 

126, A system in which'fchere are multiple 
interconnected user television eyquipment devices in the 
home of a user and in which thq£e are resources, 
comprising: 

a first user 1/elevision equipment device 
on which an interactive television program guide 
application is implemented;/ and 

a second us4r television equipment 
device that is connected ro the first user television 
equipment device and on which at least one other 
application is implemented, wherein an application 
program interface is implemented on at least one of the 
first and second user /television equipment devices, and 
wherein the application program interface coordinates 
access of the interactive television program guide 
application and the /other application to the resources. 



